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i) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

^"Responsive to communication® filed on . 



□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

Vciaim(s) A**** 4 '** 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) — 
^Claim(s)_ 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The drawing(s) filed on 



is/are pending in the application. 

. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

. is/are rejected. 

. is/are objected to. 

. are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (aHd). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
•Certified copies not received: - 

Attachments) 



□ Information Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Referenced) Cited, PTO-892 

D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Other — 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a 
single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-22, drawn to a Filtration System. 

Group II, claim(s) 24-36, drawn to a Filtration Method. 

2. The inventions listed as Groups do not relate to a single general inventive concept under 
PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special 
technical features. As drafted, the claims are incomprehensible. Reference is made to the 
comments made in the International Preliminary Examination Report. Applicants are referred to 
37 CFR § 1.75 Claim(s). 

(a) The specification must conclude with a claim particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention or discovery. 

(b) More than one claim may be presented provided they differ substantially from each 
other and are not unduly multiplied, 

© One or more claims may be presented in dependent form, referring back to and further limiting 
another claim or claims in the same application. Any dependent claim which refers to more than one 
other claim ("multiple dependent claim") shall refer to such other claims in the alternative only. A 
multiple dependent claim shall not serve as a basis for any other multiple dependent claim. For fee 
calculation purposes under § 1 .16, a multiple dependent claim will be considered to be that number 



Application/Control Number: 09/787,944 
Art Unit: 1724 



Page 3 



of claims to which direct reference is made therein. For fee calculation purposes, also, any claim 
depending from a multiple dependent claim will be considered to be that number of claims to which 
direct reference is made in that multiple dependent claim. In addition to the other filing fees, any 
original application which is filed with, or is amended to include, multiple dependent claims must 
have paid therein the fee set forth in § 1 .16(d). Claims in dependent form shall be construed to 
include all the limitations of the claim incorporated by reference into the dependent claim. A multiple 
dependent claim shall be construed to incorporate by reference all the limitations of each of the 
particular claims in relation to which it is being considered. 

(d) (1) The claim or claims must conform to the invention as set forth in the remainder 
of the specification and the terms and phrases used in the claims must find clear 
support or antecedent basis in the description so that the meaning of the terms in the 
claims may be ascertainable by reference to the description. (See § 1 .58(a)). 

(2) See § § 1.141 to 1.146 as to claiming different inventions in one 
application. 

(e) Where the nature of the case admits, as in the case of an improvement, any independent claim 
should contain in the following order: 

(1) A preamble comprising a general description of all the elements or steps of the claimed 
combination which are conventional or known, 

(2) A phrase such as "wherein the improvement comprises," and 

(3) Those elements, steps, and/or relationships which constitute that portion of the claimed 
combination which the applicant considers as the new or improved portion. 

(f) If there are several claims, they shall be numbered consecutively in Arabic numerals. 

(g) The least restrictive claim should be presented as claim number 1, and all dependent claims 
should be grouped together with the claim or claims to which they refer to the extent practicable. 

(h) The claim or claims must commence on a separate sheet. 

(I) Where a claim sets forth a plurality of elements or steps, each element or step of 
the claim should be separated by a line indentation. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 ILS.C. 1 12; 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 
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Art Unit: 1724 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 
CFR 1.143). 

3. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently 
named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any 
amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the 
fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(1). 



Drawings 



4. 



It is noted that drawings are not present in the application. 



5. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 



should be directed to Examiner Popovics whose telephone number is (703) 308-0684. 



RJP 

September 18,2002 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



